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AIIDD's requested changes to existing ].aw are unde**ilqrd in $87t...

b].ack. Ehe changes ttrat NAMI is recomending are

underlined in b].ue

Goal of proposed langrrage: To create a parole standard that

suits the medical reality of prisoners who are servj-ng a

Guilty But Mentally Ill (GBMI) conviction. This standard

would make it explicit that participation in a mandatory

mental illness treatment program can be considered as a

factor in determining where a prisoner with a GBMI
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Imtrrortant Note: This alternate parole standard would only

apply to prisoners committed to the custody of the director

of tho donarl-manl_ nf nrrJ-rl iC health and hUman SerViCeS. ItI/uvar\

woufd not affect the parole standard for any other

prisoners.

Senate Bill I 6

Introduced By Senator Jent

Bv Reorrest of the Denarfment of Public Health and Human

Services
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A Bill for an Act entitled: "An Act providing for parole

eligibility for persons sentenced to the custody of the

director of the department of public health and human

services and confined in a mental health facility,

residential facility, or developmentaf disabilities

faci'l 'i f rz nrrrsuant to 46-1,4-i12: amendi ncr section 46-23-J L- 
' 

urLlvrrvrrrY

20r."

Be it enacted by the Legisfature of the State of Montana:

Section 1. Section 46-23-20L, MCA, is amended to

-^-1.!EOU -

"46-23'2OL. Persons eligibJ.e for nonnedical, paroJ.e. (1)

Subject to the restrictions contaj-ned in subsections (2)

through (5), the board may release on nonmedical parole by

:nnrnnri r1_ a ^rcler an\/ nersOn WhO iS COnfined in a State*-Y-Y' Irv! r\

prison or @ or sentenced to be committed

to the custody of the director of the department of publ-ic

health and human services and confined in a mental health

facility, residential facilrty, or derelop*"n

disabillties facility pursuant to 46-14-312, or any person

who is sentenced to the state prison and confined in a

prerelease center when in its opinion there is reasonabfe

nrnl-r=l.ri I i r- rz ]_ l.1 2l- iha nri cnr1g1 Can be feleaSed WithOUtullv I/! rovr

detriment to the prisoner or to the community.
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(2) Persons under sentence of death, persons

sentenced to the department who have been placed by the

danarf manl- i n a staf e nri son f emnor:r-i I rz fOf aSSeSSment OfrLquu I/!tJvrr LsrtrlJv!q!J!y

qrnn{- i nni nn anci nersons serrri nrr qenf Fnr-Fs, 'i mnoserl rrndert qrru I/9rovrro og!vfrry DgllLgrrvgD flrryvo9u url\

46-18-202(2) or 46-LB-2I9 mav not be parol-ed.

(3) A nrisoner servincr a f ime sentence marz nof be\ v / uv! v rrrY rurr uurrvu rrls j

parol-ed under this section until the prisoner has served at

least one-fourth of the prisonerfs fulf term.

(4) A prisoner serving a l-ife sentence may not be

narnlorl rrnrla- thj-s sectj-on unti I f he nri soner has served 30Lrrro oEuLIvll uIIUff utlg }/I!

\/FA Tq

(5) A parole may be ordered under this section only

for the best interests of societv and not as an award of

clemency or a reduction of sentence or pardon. A prisoner

m:rz ha nl:aarl ^--^1^ ^^'1 \/ urhen l- he hoafd be]-ieVeS thatvu y!qusv vrr IJoI u!E UIIIy wrrgtl Lrrg uv

the prisoner is ab.Ie and wif Iing to fulfiIl the obligations

of a law-abidinq citizen.

(5) For prisoners sentenced to be commltted to the

custody of the director of the department of pubLic health

and human services and confined in a mentaf health

far:ilif rz- rcsj6lgnli3L faCilifrz- nr develnnment:l4qv4L+vvt !uvJvurrL!q! !!uv, v!

disabilities facility pursuant to 46-14*312, the standard
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will ensure that the patient continues to treat their

mental disorder.

(7) Parole may be revoked for a prisoner who fails to

comply with the terms of a treatment superyielql !{egram as

described in subsection (6). If parole is revoked for that

reason, the prisoner shall be recommitted to the custody of

the director of the department of pubtic health and human

services and confined in a mental health facil1ty,

resrdential facility, or developmental disabilities

facility pursuant to 46-14-312.

{Internaf References to 46-23-207:
46-23-277 \

-END_
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